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NUMBERS GAME BIG  DAYS

3.2-4.07, Softball in Texas A&M Invitational
— Second tournament hosted by A&M this spring,

with games against Illinois, Syracuse and McNeese. 

3.2-5.07, Baseball in Dominoes Aggie Classic 
— Aggies get two games against defending national

champion Oregon State (Friday and Monday).

3.3.07, Men’s basketball vs. Missouri
— Regular season finale that will certainly have 

Big 12 Tournament seeding implications. 

3.9-11.07, Baseball vs. Florida
— Three game set against traditional SEC power.

3.9-11.07, Women’s golf hosts “Mo”Morial
— Aggies will try to defend their team and individual

titles at difficult Traditions Club in Bryan.  

Times in 22 seasons that
Gary Blair has coached a
team to 20 wins, including

the last two
seasons at
Texas A&M. 16

Top-ranked teams
defeated by A&M
on Feb. 11. Softball
edged first-ranked
Arizona, 3-2, while base-
ball posted a 4-2 deci-
sion over No. 1 Rice. 

2

Razor-thin margin of vic-
tory for the women’s

swimming team in
the Big 12
Championships. 1

Players on the soft-
ball team hitting at
least .300 through
the first 10 games.
Megan Gibson led the
way with a .571 average.

6

OUTS IDE  THE
L INE S

lia Atkinson is a typical fresh-
man who is bubbly and excited
about being an Aggie. When it

comes to swimming, however, Alia is
calm and focused, fueled by her
experiences as a 2004 Olympian.
Much like her historic bobsledding
countrymen, Alia is a proud
Jamaican who definitely “feels the
rhythm” when she jumps into the
pool.

Anna Lubinsky: If I were vacationing
in Jamaica where must I go?
Alia Atkinson: Definitely to Ocho Rios.
It is a gorgeous place of waterfalls.
AL: What is your favorite A&M tradi-
tion?
AA: The fight song. I absolutely love
it, and I was taught the first day I got
here about the rivalry between A&M
and Texas.
AL: Do you have any hobbies?
AA: I like to read, write and doodle a
little.
AL: What is a favorite dish your mom
used to make?
AA: Sprite, a Jamaican fish, mixed
with vegetables.

AL: What was the last song that
played on your iPod?
AA: “I’m Waiting,” by All-American
Rejects.
AL: Which is worse in a race: water
up the nose or water in your mouth?
AA: I would have to say water in your
mouth, because you are most likely
to choke.
AL: What is the best present you
have ever received?
AA: My father gave me an iPod with

“Alia the Rising Star” inscribed on the
back, which I carry with me to all our
meets.
AL: Reggae or rap?
AA: Reggae. I am biased. I like how
Bob Marley just tells it like it is.
AL: What is the weirdest thing about
Texas?
AA: (Radio) stations make a remix or
techno version out of every song
played on the radio, and that it is true
what people say about everything

A

Warm air usually accompanies the month of
March in Texas...get out and enjoy it!   

PHOTO: texas a&m media relations

Tennis standout Nicki Mechem set a
school record by tallying her 101st
career doubles win on Feb. 18. Earlier
this season, Mechem also captured

the school’s career singles win record (96).

101
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OUTSIDE  THE  L INES

Anna Lubinsky: Does your family have any Thanksgiving traditions?
Ryan Loney: My whole family goes out to my grandparent’s farm in
Livingston. We have a huge dinner and, afterwards, always watch foot-
ball and fish.
AL: What is your career ambition?
RL: To be a sales manager for a major oil company.
AL: What is your favorite quote?
RL: “Most people race to see who is the fastest. I race to see who has
the most guts.”  —Steve Prefontaine
AL: Fiction or Non-fiction?
RL: Non-fiction, mainly sci-fi novels. My favorite is “Ender’s Game.”
AL: If you could be a star in any movie, what would it be?
RL: James Bond in “Casino Royal.”
AL: What is your greatest non-athletic accomplishment?
RL: I built a computer from scratch that even has its own water cooling
system.
AL: Where is your favorite place to eat on campus?
RL: I was a huge fan of Cain Hall, but now that it's gone, I eat off cam-
pus. My favorite place is Fazoili's.
AL: Is there anything unique about your hometown of Crosby, Texas?
RL: Not much, but we do have the Crosby Fair and Rodeo.
AL: If you could fly to any planet where would you go?
RL: Neptune. I like the color, and I would also want to see its moon,
Triton, that is made totally out of ice.
AL: How long can you hold your breath under water?
RL: Three minutes.
AL: During a race which is worse: water up the nose or swallowing too
much?
RL: Swallowing too much. It has happened to me when I do the butter-
fly, but you just have to cough it off and keep going.
AL: What was the most outrageous costume you saw this Halloween?
RL: My girlfriend and I were pretty outrageous as Adam and Eve. I
wore my Speedo with just a leaf on the front and the back.
AL: If you could change one rule about swimming what would it be?
RL: I would allow running dives during a relay. Also, it might be nice
not to have to practice so early in the morning!

Interview by Anna Lubinsky

Coaches often remind their players that there is no “I” in team. As
the only member of his high school swim team, however, Ryan
Loney would beg to differ. Now one of 27 that make up the A&M
squad, this distance freestyler is looked upon for leadership by his
coaches and has learned to recognize the power of strength in
numbers.
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